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SUBJECT: REPORTS OF REACTOR INCIDENTS IN GERMANY 

REF: BONN11445 

1. SUMMARY. THERE IS CONTINUED CONCERN ABOUT THE 
DELAYED ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE REACTOR INCIDENT AT BRUENS- 
BUETTEL (REF) AND FIRST PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENTS OF THE 
EVENT SHOW THAT IT HAD BEEN CAUSED BY HUMAN ERROR. THE 
DISCUSSION OF THIS INCIDENT WAS NOURISHED BY THE 
DISCLOSURE OF ANOTHER. AT THE RESEARCH REACTOR AT 
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GEESTHACHT, WHERE A BULLDOZER HAD DISRUPTED A RADIO- 
ACTIVE WATER SEWAGE PIPE AND WATER HAD DRAINED INTO THE 
GROUND. IN A THIRD EVENT. THE PRESS HAD REPORTED CRACKS 
IN THE CONCRETE SHELL OF THE REACTOR AT BIBLIS. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. ON JUNE 27 THE PARLIAMENTARY WORKING GROUP FOR 
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REACTOR SAFETY COMMENTED THAT THE INCIDENT AT BRUENS- 
BUETTEL HAD SHOWN THAT ALL RISK ASSESSMENTS WERE INVALID, 
AS LONG AS THEY DID NOT INCORPORATE THE SO CALLED HUMAN 
FACTOR. THE PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION INDICATED THAT 
AN "ALMOST OPTIMAL SAFETY SYSTEM HAD BEEN DETRIMENTED 
BY HUMAN FAILURE". THE CHRONOLOGY OF THE ACCIDENT 
SHOWS THAT AN 8 CM SOCKET IN THE FRESH STEAM SYSTEM 
BURST AND LET 25 ATM STEAM OUT FOR ABOUT THREE HOURS. 

THE REACTOR CREW HAD THEN SWITCHED OFF THE AUTOMATIC 
SCRAM DEVICE, BECAUSE THEY ASSUMED THAT ESCAPING STEAM 
WAS NOT RADIOACTIVE AND THAT AN OVER-PRESSURE IN THE 
MACHINE HOUSE HAD CAUSED AN AUTOMATIC SCRAM WITHIN 
FIVE MINUTES. ALTHOUGH TWO OF THE EIGHT MONITORING 
DEVICES INDICATED INCREASING RADIOACTIVITY, THE STAFF 
DID NOT CORRECT ITS DECISION. IN TOTAL SOME LOO TONNES 
OF STEAM GOT OUT, PART OF WHICH WAS RELEASED INTO THE 
OPEN THROUGH PRESSURE FLAPS. THE REMAINDER CONDENSED 
IN THE MACHINE HOUSE CAUSING SHORT CIRCUIT AFTER ABOUT 
THREE HOURS WHICH EVENTUALLY LED TO THE SCRAM. 

3. A FEW DAYS AFTER THIS INCIDENT ANOTHER REACTOR 
MISHAP BECAME KNOWN. THE SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN MINISTRY 
FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS ANNOUNCED THAT A BULLDOZER HAD 
DISRUPTED THE SEWAGE PIPE OF THE RESEARCH REACTOR AT 
GEESTHACHT DURING CONSTRUCTION WORK ON JUNE 2 1 . THE 
CONSTRUCTION FIRM HAD NOT REPORTED THIS TO THE RESEARCH 
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CENTER OPERATING THE REACTOR AND THUS SOME 9 
CUBIC METERS OF LOW RADIOACTIVE WATER WERE DISCHARGED 
INTO THE GROUND. THE MINISTRY ASSURED THAT AT NO 
INSTANT THERE HAD BEEN IMMINENT DANGER. AN OFFICIAL 
STATED THAT NEITHER THE DRIVER OF THE BULLDOZER NOR THE 
RESPONSIBLE COMMUNAL AUTHORITY HAD KNOWN ABOUT THE 
EXISTENCE OF THE PIPE. 

4. THE PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE FOR REACTOR SAFETY 
ANNOUNCED THAT THE DISCOVERED CRACKS IN THE CONCRETE 
CONTAINMENT OF THE REACTOR AT BIB LIS WERE OF NO 
SIGNIFICANCE TO THE SAFETY OF THE PLANT. 

STOESSEL 
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